EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION OPTIONS FOR VICTIMS/SURVIVORS OF RAPE, INCEST, OR ANY SEXUAL ASSAULT
The Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape believes that victims have the right to be informed of and have access to all medical options, including those that minimize the risk of pregnancy as a result of sexual assault, rape, or incest.  Health care providers must make known all the options available to a victim of sexual assault, rape, or incest.  The option of emergency contraception must be addressed with each patient that is at risk for pregnancy.  The personal beliefs of a health care provider should not interfere with the client’s right to self-determination.  It is the advocate’s role to ensure that pregnancy prophylaxis is discussed and made available for the victim.
Justification

All victims/survivors have the right to thorough information regarding medical and treatment options available.  Health care providers impart information concerning sexually transmitted disease and HIV/AIDS treatment, information concerning the rape exam kit and evidence collection, or information concerning any other medical treatments deemed necessary for the physical, emotional, and mental well being of a client.  The victim is also entitled to information about and the option of pregnancy prophylaxis.  Only the victim/survivor has the right to decide whether or not to choose emergency contraception.  The ability to make choices concerning her own body is critical to begin the journey of the healing process for a victim of sexual violence.
